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Greenwich Community Association 
General Meeting  

Held at Greenwich Memorial Community Hall, Greenwich Road 
20 August 2014 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

The meeting opened at 7:45pm 

Present: As per the attendance book  

1) Welcome 

President Tom Gervay welcomed all those attending, particularly our guest 
speaker, Corinne Fisher from the Better Planning Network. Tom also welcomed 
Councillors Pam Palmer and David Karpin. 

 

2) Apologies 

Apologies were received from John May, Rob Hunter (Secretary), Patricia Quealey 
(Treasurer) and Mayor David Brooks-Horn (due to conflicting Council 
commitments). 

 

3) Confirmation of Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous GCA General Meeting held 18 June 2014 were tabled. 

Motion: That the minutes be accepted.  

Moved by Liz Walton, seconded by Merri Southwood. 

The motion was passed 

 

4) Matters arising from the Minutes 

It was agreed any matters arising from the minutes will be dealt with as we go 
through the various topics. 

 

5) Reports on activities of the Association 

President�s Report:  Nothing additional to the various topics to be discussed later in 
the meeting. 

Secretary�s Report:  The main piece of correspondence received was: 

� Letter from Shell dated 16 July 2014 requiring the immediate removal of 
the �Shell� name from the �Shell Gore Bay Sub Committee� and the cessation 
of further unauthorized use of the �Shell� name. 
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Main correspondence sent: 

� Letter to the Premier re coordination emergency response plan - dated 3 
July.  This letter was also copied to:  Anthony Roberts, Joe Hockey, Lane 
Cove Council, North Sydney Council and Leichhardt Council (addressed to 
the General Manager and the Mayor). 

� Letter to Joe Hockey, re Vitol/FIRB -  dated 17 July; 

� Letter to the Pru Goward, Minister of Planning (NSW) re assessment 
methods for SSD�s - dated 7 July. 

The Treasurer�s report:   Tabled by Tom Gervay on behalf of Patricia.  

6) Reports of Subcommittees 

a) Gore Bay Subcommittee � Merri Southwood, Convenor 

The Convenor�s report was tabled.  Merri spoke on the report as follows: 

Letters to Authorities and politicians:  as listed in correspondence.  Merri discussed 
responses (these are in a table at the back of the report). 

Removal of �Shell� from the Sub-Committee (SC) name: The two options for SC 
name are:  Gore Bay Terminal SC or Gore Bay Petroleum Terminal SC. Following 
discussion on the method of selecting a new name. 

Action:  Merri advised that the SC will seek a decision from the Executive 
Committee on the name, as there are strong views within the sub committee. 

Emergency Management petition:  Merri read out the proposed Preamble and 
sought authorization to distribute the petition and start getting signatures.   

Action:  SC to proceed with this. 

Emergency Management:  Merri proposed a letter to Anthony Roberts requesting a 
meeting with the GCA Executive Committee and the Gore Bay SC regarding an 
emergency management plan.  

Review of Licence:  Following the change of product going through the Terminal, 
Merri proposed a follow up letter is to be sent to the EPA, requesting a review of 
the Operator�s licence.   

Action: SC to draft the letter. 

b) Environmental Sustainability Subcommittee � Convenor, Helen Smith 

Bag Share Project progressing well at the Greenwich Village Shops.  

c) Newsletter Publication and Delivery � Convenor, Liz Walton 

Nothing to report 

d)    Bicycle Subcommittee � Convenor, Dion Weston 

Dion gave an update on the committee members and their recent activities 

Dion tabled a proposed letter to Lane Cove Council headed �Consultation on Bike 
Impacts� for consideration.  The letter was discussed. 

Action:  The letter to be sent to the Executive Committee for review prior to being 
sent. 
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There followed extensive discussion about the new cantilevered walkway being 
constructed between the Greenwich Baths and the Sailing Club.  Main issues:  
questions about the high cost to benefit a small group -  could the money have 
been better spent elsewhere; whether the benefit justifies the cost; why could it 
not be widened for cyclists; what was the process for approval of this (foreshore, 
DA, heritage environmental etc) 

Action:  Tom to write to the General Manager at the Council seeking an impromptu 
meeting at the location to the walkway with Council officers to discuss the 
background to the project. 

e) Greenwich HUB Steering Committee � John May, Convenor 

Report from Tom in John May�s absence.  There has been a positive local response 
to the HUB -  over 200.  The Greenwich Hub will commence operations with walks 
(regional and local) and a book club. 

f) Transport and Access � Convenor, John Southwood 

No actions taken.  The sub-committee will take up transport and access issues as 
they arise. 

7) Guest Speaker:  Corinne Fisher, Chairperson of the Better Planning Network 

A copy of Corinne’s presentation is attached. 

Following Corinne’s presentation, Tom noted that the GCA has provided financial 
support to BPN in the past.  

Motion:  that the GCA makes a donation of $500 to the Better Planning Network 

Proposed by: Motion proposed by Merri Southwood.  Seconded by Liz Gill.   

The motion was passed. 

8) Reports from Representatives on Community Organisations    

a) Lane Cove Alliance 

No report. 

b) Greenwich Library 

No report.  

c) GMCCA 

No report 

d) Gore Bay Community Liaison Group 

No report 

9) Reports 

Councillor�s reports:   

Councillors Palmer and Karpin:  

• There is a kit available for street parties, and Council will provide waste 
bins and marquees etc. 
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• Use of Ward Funds:  there is now a fence at the Carlotta St play area.  Also, 
the shops want permanent shelters in lieu of umbrellas - this would consist 
of uniform awning with pull down frontages, like a fixed umbrella.  
Councillor Karpin advised that Council would recommend a design which 
would be followed by community consultation.  The meeting very keen for 
there to be consultation with the GCA on this. 

• Indigenous literacy day 

• Library turning 50  -  fun day to celebrate -  Saturday 8 November 

• Cameraygal Festival coming up 

• Street Tree Master Plan -  has been approved � will ensure plantings on the 
streets are appropriate 

• St Leonards -  Public Domain Master Plan -  extensive discussion 

• Literary competition being run by the library. 

10)  General Business 

Nothing further 

11) Next meeting 

15 October 2014 at 7.30pm at the Greenwich Community Hall 

12) Close 

The meeting closed at 10:00pm 
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Attachments 

BPN Presentation 

Subcommittee Reports: 

Shell Gore Bay Subcommittee  
Greenwich HUB Steering Committee  
 

 



Better Planning Network 

Corinne Fisher 

Convenor 
Greenwich , 20 August 2014



Where we’re at:

• The NSW Planning Bills are dead...for now 
anyway. 

!

• Regulatory reform is very likely. 

!

• Growth, growth , growth and not much 
else.



Key issues for the BPN

• The influence of business on Govt decisions: 
ICAC hearings, business voting, call for papers 

• The Greater Sydney Commission 

• UAPs, growth centres and code assessment 
• Review of the pre-gateway process 
• Independence of panels/consultants 
• Crown Lands Review 
• Mining SEPP et al.



The BPN campaign

• Preparing for the March 2015 elections, 3- 
pronged approach: 

- Raising community awareness- Charter, 
stalls, candidates forums 

- Media exposure- Charter, letters, Op. 
pieces, articles 

- Political pressure- local candidates 
forums, letters etc.



 
Planning for People: A Community Charter for Good 

Planning in NSW

!

• Aim 
• A broad coalition of stakeholders 
• Launch: September 2014



What you can do
!

• Endorse the Charter 
• Stalls 
• Local Candidates Forum 
• Letters to media 
• Follow the BPN on Facebook and Twitter 
• Support the BPN by making a donation
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Greenwich HUB Steering Committee � John May, Convenor 

The investigation by the HUB subcommittee of a potential Greenwich HUB 
continues. 

HUB Information sessions were held on Friday 9th May at 7.30 pm and on Saturday 
10th May at 2.00 pm 

Both sessions were presented by Helen L�Orange the founder of the very successful 
Waverton HUB supported by other enthusiastic Waverton HUB volunteers and were 
excellent presentations however the very low attendance of 6 or 7 interested 
residents at each session was disappointing. 

The HUB Survey went out as planned with the May newsletter to all dwellings in 
Greenwich with the option of submitting by hard copy or by completing the survey 
online. Many thanks are due to Councillor Pam Palmer for producing an excellent 
survey and for collating the results. 

We received 91 responses to the survey and the results have yet to be analysed by 
the subcommittee 

We had 70 female and 16 male respondents 

The largest age bracket was 65-69 followed by 60-64 

Most respondents lived in a two person household 

The major issue was adequacy of public transport 

Physical activities of most interest were walking groups and scheduled exercise or 
stretch programs 

Social activity of most interest was a book club 

Learning opportunity of most interest was a program of speakers on particular 
topics 

Services considered most important was physiotherapy 

18 residents indicated they were very interested in volunteering (but none for a 
HUB office) 

To this point we have not had any response from the request in the June 
newsletter for volunteers necessary to run a HUB and in particular someone to 
manage the HUB operation. 

The subcommittee will meet again shortly to decide whether to press ahead and 
try and form an Establishment Group following the Waverton HUB model or create 
a Greenwich HUB that is a subsidiary of Waverton HUB or encourage those who 
have expressed an interest to join the Waverton HUB as several Greenwich 
residents have already done. 

 

 

 






































































